INTRODUCTION
form, although the subsequent introduction of
headlines has emphasised the opening of each
new topic, I had in mind something like Goethe's
conversation with Luden, the longest Goethe
conversation which has come down to us, and
one of the finest, because it has not been touched
up after the manner of Eckermann, and because
the dissent and the memory of the lesser inter-
locutor have engendered and preserved a remark-
able freshness. Consequently I have not drawn
a picture of the man, for this would rob the
conversation of its chief content. The reader must
limn the picture for himself.
Secondly, it was incumbent upon me to remain
as far as possible in the background, since my
readers want to hear Mussolini's views and not
mine, and I have plenty of other opportunities
of setting forth my opinions. The last thing
I wished was to argue with him in order to
maintain my own point of view, my essential
aim being to disclose to the world for the first
time the man of action as a thinker and to reveal
the connection between his activities and his
thoughts. This seemed to me eminently desirable
because the arrogance of those who are shut out
from the world of action and the folly of the
masses have combined to diffuse the erroneous
belief that the man of action thinks as little as
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